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-- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE --

First Woman Athlete to be Honored
Lolo Jones Featured on 2009 IHSAA Sportsmanship, Citizenship Poster
     LoLo Jones’ life has been marked by overcoming personal and athletic hardships to follow her dream and in the process her winning personality, concern for others, and generosity has made her a role model worthy of emulation. Those characteristics alone merit her selection as the featured Iowan for this year’s Iowa High School Athletic Association’s popular sportsmanship-citizenship poster. 

     A graduate of Des Moines Roosevelt High School, Ms. Jones is the first woman selected for the poster.  Her personal story and athletic career of handling success and disappointment equally with class is well known, as well as her continuing greatness in track and field.

     "Determination-Inspiration" is the theme of full-colored poster. It is printed in two sizes 16"x 22" and 11" x 16" and is distributed to member schools for use in high school, middle school and elementary buildings.

     A huge crowd favorite wherever she competes, Ms. Jones has a litany of achievements on and off the track. As a prep she is has the fastest Iowa all-time Iowa 100 meter hurdle clocking at 13.40, which spring boarded her collegiate and professional career.  As a senior in the 2000 State Meet she won the 100 meter hurdles and captured the 100 and 200 meter dashes. Those feats helped her to be named the Gatorade Midwest Athlete of the Year.

     At the collegiate and international level, she was an 11-time NCAA All-American while running for Louisiana State, where she graduated in 2005. She has been an indoor and outdoor World champion in the 100 meter hurdles.  During her career she has been nationally and internationally ranked as the fastest woman in her specialty.

     In 2008 she was named Visa Humanitarian Athlete of the Year. Known for her generosity she donated her $4,000 in prize money from the Olympic Trials to a single mother in Cedar Rapids who was a victim of the 2008 Iowa floods. She has given each girl at her high school alma mater a pair of track spikes and donated money to the school to repair the school's track and purchase hurdles.

     Assistant executive director of the IHSAA Alan Beste, who heads up the poster program, stated: "LoLo Jones epitomizes what interscholastic athletics is all about – trying your hardest to win, knowing that you may not always prevail. But you can always pick yourself up and prepare to compete and win the next day."

     Later this school year the IHSAA will present LoLo and Des Moines Roosevelt with framed posters commemorating her selection.

     This is the 17th poster the IHSAA has produced since 1995. Two posters were printed in 1999 and 2003.   

     Previous posters have featured the following prominent Iowans.

2008 – Zach Johnson, Cedar Rapids Regis

2007 – Adam Haluska, Carroll

2006 – Jeff Clement, Marshalltown

2005 – Chad Hennings, Benton Community

2004 – Coach Ed Thomas, Aplington-Parkersburg

2003 – Nick Collision, Iowa Falls; Kyle Korver, Pella; Kirk Hinrich, Sioux City West

2003 – Bruce Nelson, Emmetsburg

2002 – Nick Ackerman, Colfax-Mingo

2001 – Eric Juergens, Maquoketa

2000 – Kurt Warner, Cedar Rapids Regis

1999 – General John Lorber, Orange City

1999 – Tim Dwight, Iowa City, City

1998 – Ryan Bowen, Fort Madison

1998 – Tavian Banks, Bettendorf; Tim Dwight. Iowa City, City; Matt Sherman, Saint Ansgar

1997 – Adam Timmerman, Cherokee

1996 – Casey Weigmann, Aplington-Parkersburg

1995 – Fred Hoiberg, Ames

